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numbers of Mah&vir era connected with the Naoda line also agree
with the numbers given in the Hithigumfa inscriptions. Some
might doubt and say, that these numbers belong to the Nanda
dynasty, as their name is connected with the incident of canal-
digging by Kharvel. Some others might say that, as these numbers
are found in the inscriptions by Kharvel, they might as well
belong to the Chedi dynasty to which Kharvel belonged. In
answer to the first objection we might say that the Nanda dynasty
was founded in 472 B. C. or 55 A* M. E. When Kharvel invaded
it in 416 B. C., the number according to Nanda era must be 472-
416=56, But the number given in the inscription is 103, which
proves that, that number does not belong to the Nanda dynasty.
In answer to the second objection we might say that, as given
in the account of Kaling in the previous pages? this dynasty
must have been founded either in 558 B. C. or in 556 B. C, or
in 475 B. C. If we deduct the year 416 B. C. from these, one
by one, we get the numbers 142, 140 and 59* This proves that
the numbers like 103 do not belong to the Chedi dynasty either.
( We shall discuss this in details in the account of the Chedi
dynasty). This proves that the number 103 does neither belong
to the Naoda dynasty nor the Chedi dynasty but to Mahavlr^ the
founder of Jainism, to which both Kharvel and Nanda kings belonged*
Kings in those times never desired to begin eras in their own
names; they began an era in the name of a great preceptor of
their religion*

To summarise^ (1) The coins found from the United Provinces
belong to those kings of Magadh who were also masters of Kausambf;
(2) These kings of Magadh belonged to the Nanda dynasty; (3)
The numbers like 103 Biased in the Hathigumfa inscriptions denote
the Mah&vir era4; (4) Srlrnukh, Kh&rvel, and Bfhaspatimitra of
Magadh were contemporaries; (5) Srimukh came to the throne in

(4) Vide the account of Nandivafclhan. Also cf. this* with the account of
* and of Hathlgnfifa inscriptions*

Mast people are not aware of the existence of Mahivlr Eta* and its its*,
inscriptions* It is a  credit to Jaios,  but few  Jalas